
  

DRAFT Proposed Revisions 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills  
English Language Arts and Reading 

Prepared by the State Board of Education TEKS Review Committees 

Final Recommendations, April 2016 

These draft proposed revisions reflect the changes to the English language arts and reading Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) that have been recommended by State Board of Education-
appointed TEKS review committees for English I – English IV. Proposed additions are shown in green 
font with underlines (additions) and proposed deletions are shown in red font with strikethroughs 
(deletions). 

Comments provide explanations for the proposed changes. The following notations were used as part 
of the explanations: 

CRS—information added or changed to align with the Texas College and Career Readiness 
Standards (CCRS) 

ER—information added, changed, or deleted based on expert reviewer feedback 
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Streamline—language added, changed, or deleted for streamlining 

 

English I-IV, ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING TABLE OF CONTENTS 

English I ........................................................... pages 2-6 

English II .......................................................... pages 7-11 

English III ......................................................... pages 12-16 

English IV ......................................................... pages 17-21 

  









































  

(x) apostrophes to show possession; 

(xi) accurate usage of homonyms; 

(xii) correct capitalization; and 

(xiii) correct spellingcapitalization and punctuation of titles; 

(E) publish written work for appropriate audiences; 

(F) use the elements of craft to advance the writer’s purpose when composing by: 

(i) developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific details and 
relevance; 

(ii) organizing with sound and purposeful structure including an effective strategic 
lead, transitions, sentence-to-sentence connections, and closing; 

(iii) using intentional diction word choice, precise nouns, and strong actions verbs; 

(iv) sentence-combining techniques to create constructing a variety of sentence 
structures and lengths; and 

(v) using author’s craft to developing voice.  

(G) compose literary texts such as personal narratives, fiction, and poetry using genre 
characteristics and author’s craft;  

(H) compose informational texts such as resumes and, including personal and informative 
essays using genre characteristics and author’s craft; 

(I) compose argumentative texts using genre characteristics and author’s craft; 

(J) compose correspondence that reflects an opinion, registers a compliant, or requests 
information in a professional business or friendly structure; and 

(K) compose literary analysis analytical texts using genre characteristics and author’s craft. 
such as literary and rhetorical essays 

(8) Inquiry and Research: Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing using Multiple Texts. Students 
engage in both short-term and sustained recursive inquiry processes for a variety of purposes. The 
student is expected to: 

(A) develop student-selected questions for formal and informal inquiry; 

(B) develop a plan; 

(C) locate relevant sources and synthesize information; 

(D) examine evaluate primary and secondary sources for:; 

(i) credibility;  

(ii) bias; and 

(iii) faulty reasoning including  straw man, false dilemma, faulty analogies, non-
sequitur; 

(E) synthesize information; 

(F) demonstrate understanding using appropriate mode of delivery:; 

(i) display academic citations; and 

(ii) use source materials ethically; and  

(G) incorporate digital technology, when appropriate. 

Commented [A155]: Streamlined - Removed due to earlier 
mastery. 

Commented [A156]: Streamlined - Removed due to earlier 
mastery. 

Commented [A157]: Differentiation to increase rigor.  

Commented [A158]: This appears in English III and IV. 

Commented [A159]: Streamlining 

Commented [A160]: Literary Analysis is essential for college 
readiness. By scaffolding these skills, through specific SEs in the 
“Response” strand, students informally practice the skills necessary 
for this task. 

Commented [A161]: Instead of teaching research in isolation 
that culminates in a research paper, this strand, “Inquiry and 
Research,” integrates the thinking skills and processes that are 
essential in the Information Age. 

Commented [A162]: Streamlining – this is present K-8. 

Commented [A163]: SBOE: content and differentiation. 

Commented [A164]: SBOE: content. These are the tools 
students use to question ideas as a 21st Century learner.  

Commented [A165]: Using source materials ethically includes 
the use of informal and formal citations. Also, with our new 
endorsements (HB 5), one style manual no longer meets the needs of 
our students. 

Commented [A166]: The access to digital resources and 
physical hardware varies from district to district. 
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